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BYLAWS OF THE HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY JEWISH CAUCUS, 

A CHARTERED CHAPTER OF THE FLORIDA DEMOCRATIC PARTY JEWISH CAUCUS 

 
ARTICLE I – NAME 

 
The complete name of this organization shall be the Hillsborough County Democratic Party 
Jewish Caucus (hereinafter referred to as the “Chapter”), a Chartered Chapter of The Flor-
ida Democratic Party Jewish Caucus (hereinafter referred to as the “Caucus”), known 
within the Democratic Party as “the Jewish Caucus,” with the URL of FLJewishDems.org. 
The FDP Jewish Caucus is an IRS designated 527 non-profit, non-taxable, but not tax de-
ductible political organization. 
 

ARTICLE II – OBJECT AND PURPOSE 

 
The object and purpose of this organization shall be to: 
 

 Articulate Jewish voices, values, and concerns that are consistent with Democratic princi-
ples and policies within the Florida Democratic Party, 

 Recruit and motivate Jewish volunteers within the Party, 

 Support fund-raising efforts for the Democratic Party and its candidates, 

 Register and turn out Jewish voters in support of the Democratic Party and its candidates, 

 Provide a forum for Florida Jewish voters to discuss critical issues with elected officials and candi-
dates, 

 Elect Democratic candidates who share our values to local, state and federal offices, 

 Combat antisemitism, racism, and all bigotry, and educate the public on their manifesta-
tions, 

 Support the Democratic and Jewish State of Israel and peace in the Middle East, 

 Advocate for progressive policies that make life better for all Florida residents, and 

 Serve as a resource for issues related to Judaism and Democratic Party political issues and 
views. 

 
ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP 

 

Registered Democrats of every race, religion, and ethnicity interested in the objectives of 
this Chapter shall be eligible for membership. No residency restriction may be placed upon 
membership or the privileges of membership in this Chapter. With the exception of the or-
ganizational meeting of this Chapter, those members permitted to vote in any Chapter elec-
tion for officers or board members must have been a member of the Chapter at least forty-
five (45) days prior to the date of any election. Officers and directors shall be required to 
execute the Democratic Party Loyalty Oath in the form included in the Bylaws of the Florida 
Democratic Party. 
 

ARTICLE IV – DUES 
 
Annual dues shall be determined following an annual evaluation by the Board of Directors of 
the dues contributed by Chapter members. The Board of Directors shall make a recommen-
dation annually to the Chapter’s membership as to the amount of the dues. A change in 
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Chapter dues shall be enacted only upon a majority vote of those present and voting provid-
ing a quorum is present at a regular Chapter meeting considering a change in the dues. 
Dues collected either Statewide or within Counties will be divided evenly (50-50%) between 
the State Caucus and the local County Chapter, if there is one in the County of the dues-
payer’s residency. 
 

ARTICLE V – OFFICERS 

 
The officers of this Chapter shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer and 
such other officers as may be deemed necessary by the membership. Officers shall perform 
the duties prescribed by these Bylaws. All terms of office shall be for two (2) years. 
 

ARTICLE VI – DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 
Section 1: The President shall preside at all meetings of the Chapter and Board of Direc-
tors; shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee; 
shall appoint all Standing and Special Committees and their respective chairs; shall repre-
sent the Chapter at county, district and state functions; shall give guidance to the respec-
tive committee chairs in their work; and shall perform all duties normally pertaining to the 
office of President. 
 
Section 2: The Vice President[s] shall render all possible assistance to the President in 

matters pertaining to the Chapter, and one shall assume, with the consent of the Board, the 
office in the absence of the President, or the President's inability to serve, for whatever 
length of absence or inability to serve. 
 
Section 3: The Secretary shall keep an accurate record of all meetings of the Chapter and 

the Board of Directors; shall maintain a current list of members with addresses, email ad-
dresses, phone numbers and precinct numbers; and shall possess and maintain the official 
copy of the Chapter’s Bylaws, with any and all amendments to the Bylaws properly rec-
orded. 
 
Section 4: The Treasurer shall receive all monies collected by the Chapter; shall keep an 

accurate record of receipts and expenditures; shall present a statement of all income and 
expenditures occurring since the previous meeting of the Chapter, and at other times when 
formally requested by the Board of Directors; and shall pay out funds only as authorized by 
the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors of the Chapter shall audit all records main-
tained by the Chapter Treasurer regularly. 
 

ARTICLE VII – MEETINGS 
 
Section 1: The Board of Directors shall consist of the elected officers and a minimum of 

four (4) elected Directors.  The size of the Board of Directors shall be determined by the 
Board of Directors. 
 
Section 2: The annual election of Directors shall be held at the Bi-Annual meeting. 
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Section 3: The duties of the Board of Directors shall be to plan and organize each meeting 
of the Chapter and make recommendations to the Chapter's membership that will facilitate 
the transaction of Chapter business during regular and special meetings. No action of the 
Board of Directors shall be in conflict with any action taken by the Chapter's membership at 
regular or special meetings. 
 
Section 4: Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be prior to the regular monthly meeting 

of the Chapter, or at the request of the President or three (3) members of the Board of Di-
rectors. The Board of Directors shall investigate all excuses for nonattendance of Board 
members at regular or special meetings and shall determine whether good and sufficient 
reason existed for any absence. Members wishing to be excused from a Board meeting 
must submit an excuse to a Chapter officer. Members with three (3) consecutive unex-
cused absences from regular or special Board meetings may be removed from the Board 
by a majority vote at a meeting with a quorum of the Board of Directors present and voting. 
 
Section 5: Five (5) members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum. 
 
Section 6: Any member may be removed from office upon a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the en-

tire membership of the Chapter at any regular or special meeting after ten (10) days notice 
to the membership that a motion for the purpose of removal of said member will be consid-
ered at the regular or special meeting. 

 
ARTICLE VIII – ELECTIONS 

 
Section 1: Officers and Directors shall be elected at the bi-annual meeting to be held in Jan-

uary of each odd numbered year with the exception of the organization meeting. Officers 
elected at the organizational meeting shall serve until the next bi-annual meeting. 
 
Section 2: The president shall appoint a Nominating Committee by the end of November in 

each even numbered year. This committee shall be composed of a chair and four (4) mem-
bers, all appointed by the president. No more than two current officers or directors shall be 
appointed to the committee. This committee shall present a candidate for each elective of-
fice at the bi-annual meeting in January of each odd numbered year. Additional nominations 
from the floor shall be in order at that time. 
 
Section 3: With the exception of the organizational meeting, there shall be a forty-five (45) 
day membership requirement prior to a member being permitted to vote or participate in 
any Chapter election of officers or board members. 

 
Section 4: If a vacancy occurs in the office of president, the vice president shall become 

president, for the length of the President’s absence or inability to serve. When they occur, 
vacancies shall be filled by the Chapter at a regular meeting. 

 
Section 5: Voting for officers and directors must be by secret ballot. Proxies and absentee 

voting are prohibited, but electronic voting by an approved system shall be permitted. 
 

ARTICLE IX – STANDING COMMITTEES 
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The Board of Directors is responsible for establishing the Standing Committees of the Cau-
cus. The President shall appoint the membership of the Standing Committees. 
 

ARTICLE X – AMENDMENTS 

 
The bylaws may be amended by a majority vote at a regular meeting pursuant to notifica-
tion in writing/electronically at least one week prior to the meeting. Bylaws and any 
changes or amendments are subject to approval by the Florida Democratic Party Commit-
tee on Clubs and Caucuses. 
 

ARTICLE XI – PARLIMENTARY AUTHORITY 
 
The most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised 12th Edition shall govern 
the Chapter in all cases to which they a/re applicable and in which they are not inconsistent 
with these bylaws and the rules of the Florida Democratic Party and National Democratic 
Party. 
 

ARTICLE XII – ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
Charter Recertification: The Chapter shall apply to the Florida Democratic Party Committee 
on Clubs and Caucuses, for recertification, in accordance with Florida Democratic Party 
rules. 
 

ARTICLE XIII – ANTI-DISCRIMINATION PROVISIONS 
 

The Chapter hereby adopts and shall enforce the following anti-discrimination provisions: 
 
Section 1: No Democratic Loyalty Oath shall be used which has the effect of requiring 
members of the Democratic Party to condone or support discrimination on the grounds of 
race, color, creed, sex, age, religion, economic status, ethnic identity, national origin, disa-
bility, sexual orientation or gender identity and expression. 
 
Section 2: The time and place for all public meetings of the Chapter shall be publicized 

fully in such a manner as to assure timely notice to all interested persons and shall be open 
to all members of the Democratic Party regardless of race, color, creed, sex, age, religion, 
economic status, ethnic identity, national origin, disability, sexual orientation or gender 
identity and expression. 
 
Section 3: To fully inform prospective and current members of a full description of the le-

gal, practical and pertinent procedures for selection of all Democratic Caucus Chapter rep-
resentatives and officers, the Chapter will publicize in such a manner as to assure notice to 
all interested Democrats, in time, to have an adequate opportunity to participate. 
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